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The Multi-Ethnic Culture of the Dene 


8. Han, Nahanni, Hsi-Hsia Нап River Setona Bulungir River — $ 
Secanais, A- Bha- all in the Sa-cu region M 
to-dine 
9. Chipewyan Hsi-Hsia Ordos North Shensi 4 
> " 
10. Sa-Arcix Tsa-cu Hsi-Hsia Sa-cu (Tun-houang) E 3 
(Beaver) E 3 
11. Apache [6 small Southern Tarim Khotan Na-fo-po Lou-lan х 
tribes of the Pacific — Sil-gu N 5 
Coast А | 
Na-Dene Tribes E 
1. Tlingit (Oirad) North of the Gobi Turks of the Tongra River З 
and Lake Baikal area E 
2. Tonga North of the Gobi Tongra River na E 
| 3. Chilkat North of the Gobi Chilka River Tatar D. d 
4. Kaganai North of the Gobi Chilka River Tatar 3 E 
5. Nusch-Kitan North of the Gabi Jurchen and Khitan tribe 3 4 
| from the area Manchuria to the Amur a E 
| Di 25 
| 6. Kaschki-Ketan Central Asia Qara-Khitan Empire West of the д 3 
(Kara-Schkidetan) the Yellow River is a 
| a 
7. Ата (Crow's Manchuria and the Amur Jurchin & $8 B 
People) Khitan b. 
8. Haida (Koualasche) Lake Baikal Bargoute tribe Debris of the 
aristocracy of a number of Turkish tribes 
ze Kiülüchür — а title used by all Na-Dene tribes to commemorate 
their high rank. It is the Turkish Külüchür used by the early TM 
Turks for men of the highest rank. Jt has the sound of Kolosh. Ry i 
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‚то be transcriptions from sound of Kitan, or Khitan. The Nusch-Ki'ran 
appear to have been a small group of mixed Jurchen- Khitan ancestry d 
Kashki, Kashi, Ho-hsi, means West of the River. Kaschki-Kit' an means 
Khitan West of the Yellow River. 59 Krause's interpretation supports that 
of Veniaminoff. Kara is the Turkish word, biack, and Schkidetan appears 
то be a German transcription of Khitan, that is, Kara-Schkidetan means 
Black Khitan, the name of the Khitan, who. in 1124 A.D., established the 

a e Yellow River, in Central 


р wa Queen Charlotte Islands called them- 
selves olo: their case, Koualasche appears to have 
been their tribal name, and Haida, а Turco-Mongol version of the Chinese 
A.D.. Koualasch à ДЖЫ О 

oualasche were said to be of the Bargoute tribes. They are thought 
to have been remnants of the higher eschelons of Northern Turkish tribes 
decimated by conflicts that followed the destruction of Northern Turkish 
Empires. ^^ Haida is a variation of the Chinese Hei-ta-ta, Hei-ta Hai-da - 
Black Tatar. Those tribes gave the Chinese t the sound d. In the very 
mixed population of Central Asia, both t and d could appear. e.g. Tik 
Dik; Tu-k'ue, Du-k ue; Oirat Oirad: Merkit Mergid: Та-та, Da-da. 78 | 
fugitive ancestors of the Na-Dene Tlingit and 


Haida were not of the lower strata of their society. but people of the 
highest ranks who could command the means of escape, All Na-Dene 


writers have attempted to give an explanation of this name, but the Rus- 
sian, Veniaminoff, concluded that it was a name the Na-Dene used for 
themselves."^" History records the brutal subjugation of the Oirad tribes 
and the Tatar of the Chilka River by Genghis Khan, 1198-1216 A.D. h is 
Men 2 that men who have power usually have the best chance of 
а he < i 
А Among the Turks. men of the highest 


285 — Breischneider, E., Medi 
Hei E.. Mediaeval Researches. Vol. 1, pp. 75, 158, 234; Wittfogel & Féng, Histor... Liao, рр 


286 Bretschneider. E.. Mediaeval Researches, Vol. 1, p. 185; Marti е Rise of Chingis Khan...p. 102 
вт C Н.А ^ 55 
P anin. K.D., The Rise of Ching! 102 
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There are a great many secondary tribal names for the Tlingit and 
Haida, but there appears to be no record in European languages of those 
of the Northern Turks. E.H. Parker, whose subject was the Eorly Turks, 
did not examine names he considered to be of little importance. If some 
other Western scholar has written of those names, his work has not come 
to the attention of this writer. However that may be, the Tlingit and 
Haida fugitives were Northern Turks, ethnically related to the Dene 
through the Uighurs, though, according to the implication of Dene tradi- 
tion, Turco-Uighur was submerged in the Sino-Tibetan-influenced lan- 
guages of the Tarim kingdoms. These are the circumstances that led HJ. 
Pinnow to conclude that there is no insuperable objection to the theory of 
a genetic relationship between Na-Dene and Dene languages. 

The Atna, whom the Chipewyan, in the 18th century, called the 
Chin of the Copper River, and whom the Loucheux, in the latter half of 
the 19th century called the Tchin-Kittane (Jurchid-Khitan), were consid- 
ered by anthropologists of the early 20th century to be Na-Dene. Today. 
anthropologists believe them 16 be Athapaskan. This is a change arising 
from a natural uncertainty. 

Since Crow’s Company was of Jurchin and Khitan origin, they 
were related to the Dene through the Uighur relationship to the Khitan. 
and the inclusion of the Uighur kingdom of Turfan in the Qara-Khitan 
Empire 1124-1218 A.D. They had, however, a closer relationship to the 
Na-Dene because both were of the Turco-Tungus rribes known as Altaics 
No doubt, when they arrived in the Great Land, circa 1233 A.D., Crow's 
Company knew where they belonged ethnically. This is suggested by the 
Dene anxiety to separate from Crow and go their own way. Jurchen and 
Khitan were not Athabskyan — protected by the Buddha kings of Hsi- 
Hsia. 

Dene and Haida tradition tell us that Crow's Company, which 
included the Tlingit and Haida, made friends with an earlier people of the 
Pacific Coast called the Grizzly Bears. Dene tradition tells of the urgent 
wish of the Dene to separate from Crow and move inland, but that Crow 
would not consent until his friendship with the Grizzly Bears was firmly 
cemented. The reason is clear. The number of Dene migrants was far in 
excess of the numbers of Na-Dene. For security in the strange, unknown, 
new land, Crow had to be certain of greater strength. This was supplied 


m 
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The Migration from Chung-Hsing to the Great Land c1233 A.D 


On the Queen Charlotte [slands lives а Na-Dene tribe considered 
by Europeans to be distinctive among the coastal mbes. Whether this 
perceived quality is due to their ancestral inheritance or to their relauve 
isolation. or both, is a matter of speculation. These are the Haida, and 
their unique quality is not implicit in that name. 

The Dene of the lower McKenzie River spoke of the Haida to 
Father Petitot as Taf-tak.'!! With no r sound in Chinese. Tatar жаз 
voiced as Ta-ta. In the days of Genghis Khan, the Turco-Mongol version 
was Da-da.''? Ar that time the Chinese ppke of all peopie north of the 
Gobi as Hei-ta-ta, Hei-ta - Black Tatar.!'? Since the Northern nomads 
used the sound d for г, Hei-ta was Hei-da, Heida, which Europeans have 
transcribed as Haida. The meaning is Black Tatar, Uncivilized Barbari- 
ans. 

It would appear that the Dene used this name for the peopie of the 
Queen Charlottes, and that from them, it passed into European usage. As 
a people whose ancestors were Centrai Asians, Dene views for many 
centuries in Asia had been shaped by Chinese auitudes towards the no- 
music tribes north of the Gobi. 

The Harda called themselves Koualasche, the French form of 
Kolosh. [t may be that they were descendants of one of the three tribes or 
the Bargoutes who lived adjacent to Khirghiz and Telengut territory. near 
the mouth of the Selenga River. 13 Tf this was che actual tribal name of 
he Haida, then the reason for their special place іп the percepnon of 
Europeans may be implicit in that name. 

All Na-Dene tribes spoke of themselves as Koualasche, Kolosh. 
Many explanations have been given for the origin of this name. But. when 
he had considered them ali. the Russian, Veniaminoff. concluded chat it 
was not the Russians who had invented the name, but that jt was one used 
by the natives for themselves. us 

According to the earliest notices on the Turks. Külüchiür was their 
xighest official rank 116 With the suppression of the Turkish r, Külüchür 
approximates the sound of Koualasche. or Kolosh. If the Haida are indeed 
descended from the Koualasche tribe of the Bargoute. they were close 


Peat, E, Monograph...Bryntner trans. p. £6, 
12 Wer Kwei Sun, The Sceret History of the Mongols, p. 12, 
13 Martin, H.D., The Rise ot Chingts Khan. p. £0. 

14 — D’Obsson, M., Histoire des Mongols, Vol. L, pp. 424- 324 
15 Kruse, A.. Tbe Things Indiam, p. of 

Darker. Е.Н. A Thourand Years of the Taran, р. DI 
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The Migration trom Chung-Hsing to the Great Land ©1233 A.D 


neighbours of the Telengut. and like them, among the Turkish tribes of 
Outer Mongolia subjugated by the Mongois between 1198-1206 A.D. If 
this is so, one may surmise that the Haida Koualasche wibe was made up 
of descendants of men of the highest rank who. following the break-up of 
the Tsu-pu, gathered together to form a wibe whose name commemorated 
their past importance, Other than that, their real tribal name is forgotten, 

All other Na-Dene iribes who cailed themselves Kuluchur, 
Kolosh, without discarding their tribal names. did so because their ances- 
tors were men of the highest rank within the Oirad/Tatar. that ts. the 
Telenguy/Tatar complex, АЙ Na-Dene tribes - Haida, Kaganar, Скак. 
Tongra. Tlingit, Tagish, Kaschki-Kiran, Nusch- Kitan, were Ta-ta. Da-da. 
Неча. Haida, Koualasche. Kolosh, Kuluchur. descendants of men ot the 
Turkish tribes who had heid the highest official rank. 

There are yet two questions. What happened to the ships that were 
guided to this connnent by the Crow. and how were the Haida and che 
Kaganai able to settle on larger islands at some distance from the main. 
and? Haida wadinon tells us that they came to this conunent in six ships. 
Dene tradition teils us that Crow's group settied at the mouth of the 
Copper River. The ships would last for perhaps several decades and as 
jong as the manners who had brought them to this continent remuined 
alive, the chances are thar they used their ships to explore che coastline. 
This may be how the Haida and the Kaganai first saw Prince of Waies and 
Queen Charlone Islands and considered it advantageous to settle there. 

The Na-Dene brought their own women with them and came into 
this continent as an almost purely Turkish group. Almost immediately. 
they assimilated a native tribé called Grizzly Bears. Over the following 
centuries, they added alien blood from earlier comers From the mid eight- 
eenth century Russians and other Europeans have added their strains to 
the Na-Dene tribes. 


The Tlagga-Silla 


There remains to be considered, the Tlagga Silla, a people at the 
mouth of the Yukon River who are mentioned in the records of nineteenth 
century explorers and traders. No twentieth century writer mentions them. 
Did they die out? Generally, Dene tribes are few їп numbers, often num- 
bering а few dozen or less than a hundred. What happened io them? 
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+ à number of Eleuts who were among the fugitive remnants of the army 
who left Chung-hsing in July of 1227 A.D., and six years later. as their 
ships put in to the sandy and rocky isles of the Fox Islands, decided to 
remain. It does not seem reasonable to believe that they continued on to 
the mainland and then turned back to inhabit a less inviting domain 
However that may be. they absorbed. or were absorbed by the Painted 
People. but is was their name that survived and their name that was giver 
to the Island Chain, the Aleutians. Europeans of the nineteenth century 
were astonished by the hardy endurance of the Aleuts, who. even in the 
cold of Arctic winters, wore no covering on their legs and feet. = 

Athapaskan: The name, Athabaska, was first heard by traders of 
the Northwest Fur Company at Fort Chipewyan and given to the lake that 
stretched before their trading post. In the Dene dialects and in the Tibetan 
of the Northeast and Hsi-Hsia, b and p were interchangeable. e.g., in the 
Tibetan suffix, ba. pa. and in the names. Toba. Topa. Banag. Panag 26 
Athabaska. Athapaskan. 1s composed of two Northeast Tibetan words - 
Atha. A- the. z noun. апо baskan. bskvan. a verb. Атпа. A-tha. has the 
Tibetan prefix. г. also used in the Tarim, followed by tha. the Hsi-Hsia 
word for Buddha: baskan; or bskyan. 1s а Northeast Tibetan verb, mean- 
ing defend. protecz^^ Tne name means. Protected Dy Buddha. People of 
the Tarim and their kindred in Hsi-Hsia had the habit of unvoicing final 
consonants. In the Tocharian of their ancestors. there was no final n 
Atha-bskvan, was heard as Atha-bskya. To the European traders. the 
name had the sound Atha-paska. There is no way of knowing whether the 
Chipewyan. circa 1800. still knew the meaning of Atha-bskva(n). If they 
did. then they were telling the maders that their ancestors had been pro- 
tected by Buddha. 


266 Laufer, B.. Arabic and Chinese Trade in...pp. 1-58: McCracken, H., The Lasi of the Sea Опет, p. 11 
269 Thomas. FW.. Nam. p. tan Documents. Vol 41, p. K 
270 Ibid, pp 221, 405 
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Black, in this context does no: refer to colour. but то what the 
Chinese and Centra] Asians perceived as the low civilization of the 
Northern nomads. To them. the tribes north of the Gobi were Black Tatar. 
uncivilized barbarians, to whom they applied that most derogatory of ali 
their epithets, Dogs. ; 
Tah-tah; This is a name used by the Northern Dene for the Thngit 
and Haide It is the Chinese pronunciation of Tatar, for the Chinese have 


272 T еј 
nor sound and voiced Татаг as Ta-ta.~’~ Tatar, о: Ta-ra. was а genera, 
name for nomads north of the Gobi dating from the ninth century. ^^ In 


the time of Genghis Khan. the name. Tatar. was used for the Turks of the 
Chilka River. 


ofa people. now called Атпа. from the Chipewyan and wrote their name 
as Chin./^ Around 1865. the Northern Dene, speaking to Father Решо. 
spoke of the same people as Tchint, Tchint-ottine, Tchin-kittane. ^ 
Tchint is Tchin, or Chin. with the addition of the archaic Turkish plural. 
1.77? Ошпе is a Tibero-Tarim variation of Dene. Jt has the Tibetan name 
prefix. o. also used in the Tarim after the Tibetan occupation, and begins 
with the double t of Tokharian and ends with the genitive e sound. Like 
Dene, it means, of the People. Tchint-ottine means. of the Tchin people. 


27 Borrow. T., Iranian Words m the Kharosth; Documents, p. 782 

37: Manin, H.D., The Rise of Chingis., p. 50; Petitot, E.. Manograph...Brymner trans.. pp. 59. ба 
^7: — Cordicr, H., Notes & Adaenda.. p. 55 

27e — McKenzie, Sir А. Voyages. Vol. 2, pp. 164, 199. 

275 — Pettot, E.. Monograph .... Brymner rans., p 64 


276 барип, А. von, Alturkische Grammatik., рага, 171-172 - both Land n arc rare plural suffixes 1m old Turkish. 
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